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Instruction: Answer all questions. Choose the correct option A–D.
SECTION A: COMPREHENSION (10 QUESTIONS)
The Political Economy of Banditry in Nigeria: Root Causes, Security Dilemmas, and Strategic Pathways to Sustainable Peace
Banditry in Nigeria has become a major national concern, especially in the northern regions. It is not only a security issue but also a political and economic problem. Many analysts argue that poverty, unemployment, weak governance, and unequal resource distribution contribute significantly to the rise of banditry.
In some rural areas, young people, lacking education and job opportunities, are easily recruited into armed groups. These groups engage in kidnapping, cattle rustling, and attacks on communities, creating fear and instability. The government has responded with military operations, but the problem persists due to poor intelligence coordination and corruption.
Experts suggest that a long-term solution must go beyond military force. It should include poverty reduction, education reform, job creation, and strengthening of local governance structures. Peacebuilding initiatives and community engagement are also essential in addressing root causes.
If these strategies are properly implemented, Nigeria may gradually overcome the cycle of insecurity and move toward sustainable peace and development.
1. The passage is mainly about ______
A. farming in Nigeria
B. banditry and its causes in Nigeria
C. education reform only
D. foreign policy
2. Banditry is described as a ______ problem
A. only economic
B. only political
C. security, political and economic
D. social only
3. One major cause of banditry is ______
A. good governance
B. unemployment
C. strong economy
D. education
4. Bandits are often recruited from ______
A. cities
B. schools
C. unemployed rural youths
D. government offices
5. Government response includes ______
A. farming
B. military operations
C. trade policies
D. sports
6. The problem persists because of ______
A. too many schools
B. poor intelligence and corruption
C. strong economy
D. peace talks only
7. Experts recommend ______ approach
A. military only
B. multi-dimensional
C. ignoring the problem
D. relocation
8. Peacebuilding includes ______
A. violence
B. community engagement
C. fighting
D. punishment
9. A long-term solution requires ______
A. job creation and education
B. more weapons
C. isolation
D. migration
10. The passage suggests Nigeria may achieve ______
A. chaos
B. sustainable peace
C. war
D. instability
 SECTION B: NUMBERED GAPS
Read the following passage carefully and select the option that best fits each of the numbered gaps.
When the notorious land grabber was finally arrested, the police prosecutor filed a formal _11_ at the High Court. On the day of the trial, the accused was brought before the judge to be _12_, during which he pleaded not guilty to all charges. The judge denied him _13_ due to the severity of the offenses and the high risk of him fleeing the country, so he was remanded in prison custody. During the proceedings, the defense counsel objected to several pieces of evidence, claiming they were inadmissible. However, the prosecution called an eyewitness whose _14_ provided a detailed account of the crime scene. The defense lawyer cross-examined the witness, trying to find loopholes in the story to create reasonable _15_ in the mind of the judge. After both legal teams delivered their final written addresses, the court adjourned for two weeks to prepare the judgment. On the final day, the judge reviewed the facts, stating that the prosecution had proved its case beyond a reasonable doubt. He then found the accused _16_ of all charges. Before passing the sentence, the defense lawyer pleaded for leniency, reminding the court that the offender was a first-time convict with no prior _17_. Despite the plea, the judge sentenced him to ten years of hard labor without the option of a _18_. Visibly unsatisfied with the outcome, the defense counsel immediately announced their intention to appeal the _19_ at the Court of Appeal, seeking to have the higher court _10_ the lower court's decision.
11. A. dispute B. report C. chargeheet D. indictment 
12. A. questioned B. arraigned C. interrogated D. cross-examined
13. A. parole B. freedom C. bail D. pardon
14. A. testimony B. rumor C. confession D. affidavit 
15. A. excuse B. doubt C. suspicion D. belief 
16. A. suspect B. liable C. guilty D. innocent
17. A. background B. record C. history D. character
18. A. fine B. bribe C. bail D. fee
19. A. opinion B. verdict C. decree D. rule
[bookmark: _nlw6bvgxy7f0]20. A. support B. affirm C. overturn D. legalize
SECTION C:  ADJECTIVAL PHRASES (5 QUESTIONS)
21. The boy ___ in the corner is my brother.
A. crying loudly
B. in blue shirt
C. runs fast
D. very quickly
22. The man ___ is a doctor.
A. with long beard
B. quickly running
C. eats rice
D. sang loudly
23. The book ___ belongs to me.
A. on the table
B. running fast
C. eat food
D. is reading
24. The girl ___ won the prize.
A. wearing red dress
B. sings well
C. very quickly
D. ate rice
25. The house ___ is very old.
A. painted blue
B. runs fast
C. singing loudly
D. ate food
SECTION D: ADVERBIAL PHRASES (5 QUESTIONS)
26. He worked ___ to finish the task.
A. in the morning
B. very quickly
C. blue shirt
D. on table
27. She arrived ___ for the meeting.
A. at noon
B. in blue
C. very tall
D. singing
28. They played football ___
A. in the field
B. tired boy
C. blue house
D. fast runner
29. We met ___ yesterday.
A. at the market
B. tall boy
C. red dress
D. running
30. He spoke ___ during the ceremony.
A. with confidence
B. blue shirt
C. tall man
D. singing song
SECTION E: CONTRAST /ʊ/ AND /uː/ (5 QUESTIONS)
31. The word containing /ʊ/ is ______
A. food
B. book
C. blue
D. school
32. The word containing /uː/ is ______
A. foot
B. good
C. food
D. put
33. Which has /ʊ/?
A. moon
B. cook
C. spoon
D. school
34. Which has /uː/?
A. look
B. book
C. boot
D. good
35. The vowel in “pull” is ______
A. /uː/
B. /ʊ/
C. /æ/
D. /ɔɪ/
SECTION F: PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES (10 QUESTIONS)
36. The prefix in “unhappy” means ______
A. again
B. not
C. before
D. after
37. “Impossible” means ______
A. possible
B. not possible
C. very possible
D. partly possible
38. The suffix in “teacher” is ______
A. -er
B. -ful
C. un-
D. pre-
39. The prefix “re-” means ______
A. again
B. not
C. before
D. after
40. “Modernized” is formed by ______
A. prefix only
B. suffix only
C. both prefix and suffix
D. none
41. “Dangerous” has the suffix ______
A. -ous
B. -ly
C. un-
D. re-
42. “Rewrite” means ______
A. write again
B. not write
C. before write
D. after write
43. “Disagree” means ______
A. agree
B. not agree
C. very agree
D. partly agree
SECTION G: FIGURES OF SPEECH (10 QUESTIONS)
44. The wind whispered through the trees is ______
A. simile
B. personification
C. metaphor
D. irony
45. As brave as a lion is ______
A. simile
B. metaphor
C. pun
D. irony
46. The classroom was a zoo is ______
A. metaphor
B. simile
C. irony
D. pun
47. I am so hungry I could eat a horse is ______
A. hyperbole
B. simile
C. metaphor
D. irony
48. Peter Piper picked a peck is ______
A. alliteration
B. metaphor
C. simile
D. irony
49. The stars danced is ______
A. personification
B. simile
C. pun
D. irony
50. Life is a journey is ______
A. metaphor
B. simile
C. irony
D. pun
51. The thunder roared angrily is ______
A. personification
B. simile
C. irony
D. pun
52. Busy as a bee is ______
A. simile
B. metaphor
C. irony
D. pun
53. The pen is mightier than the sword is ______
A. metaphor
B. simile
C. irony
D. pun
SECTION H: CLAUSES (5 QUESTIONS)
54. A clause must have ______
A. noun only
B. subject and verb
C. adjective only
D. preposition
55. “Because he was late” is ______
A. main clause
B. subordinate clause
C. phrase
D. sentence
56. “She went home” is ______
A. subordinate clause
B. main clause
C. phrase
D. fragment 
57. A complex sentence has ______
A. one clause
B. two main clauses
C. main + subordinate clause
D. no verb
58. “Although he was tired, he worked” is ______ sentence
A. simple
B. complex
C. phrase
D. compound
59. A complex sentence uses ______
A. coordinating conjunctions only
B. subordinating conjunctions
C. nouns only
D. adjectives only
60. An adjunct gives information about ______
A. noun
B. verb
C. time, place, manner
D. subject only

SECTION B: THEORY
1. What are consonant clusters? (1b). Consonant clusters can occur initially, medically, and finally, give three examples each. 
2. What is a complex sentence? 2(b). Give five examples of a complex sentence.
3. Write a letter to the Electricity Distribution Company, Enugu, complaining about frequent power failure, and recommend ways of mitigating the situation.
4. Write an expository essay on the topic, "The Political Economy of Banditry in Nigeria: Root Causes, Security Dilemmas, and Strategic Pathways to Sustainable Peace." (300 words and above) 

